Almost, Maine Class Project: Cast/Acting  

Standards Assessed: 
TAHSADIII.1 Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical experiences, dramatic literature, and electronic media. 
TAHSADIII.5 Directing by conceptualizing, organizing, and conducting rehearsals for performance
TAHSADIII.6 Researching cultural and historical information to support artistic choices

Assignment
As a team it is your job to perform a scene from Almost, Maine. You will do all the background research, concept design, and execution for this project. You will receive at least 10 participation grades, 3 quiz grades, and 1 test grade on the final execution of the production. 
Part 1: Analysis 
Read and discuss the script with the production team. 
Part I: Research 
Create a backstory for your character. Answer ALL of the following questions. 
Physical Qualities

1. Who am I?
2. Who am I named after?  Do I like my name?
3. What is my gender?  What do I think about sex?
4. How old am I?  What do I think of my age?
5. How does my posture express my age, health, inner feeling?
6. How is my complexion?  What do I think of it?
7. What is my height?  What do I think of I?
8. What is my weight?  What do I think of it?
9. What is the pitch, volume, tempo, resonance or quality of my voice?  What do I think of it?
10. Is my articulation careless or precise?  Is my articulation standard or colloquial?  Do I have a dialect or accent?
11. What is my hair color and style?  Do I like it?
12. Do I have any deformities?  What do I think of them?
13. Do I have any mannerisms?  What do I think of them?
14. Do I have any handicaps?  What do I think of them?
15. How energetic or vital am I?  Do I like it?
16. Do I suffer from any diseases past or present?
17. Are my gestures complete or incomplete, vigorous or weak, compulsive or controlled?
18. Do I like my walk?
19. How do I usually sit?
20. How do I usually stand?
21. Do I have any objects, hand props or accessories with me?  Why? How do I handle them?
22. Are my basic rhythms smooth or jerky, even-tempered or volatile, impulsive or deliberate, ponderous or light, broken or continuous?
23. What do I like to wear?  What do I have to wear?  How do I wear my clothes?  How do I handle them?

Social Qualities

1. What do I do when I wake up each morning?
2. What is my relationship to my environment? Do I like it?
3. What is my educational background?  How much discipline was I subjected to?  How intelligent am I?
4. What was my childhood like?  What are my strongest memories?
5. How much money do I have?  How much do I want?
6. What is my nationality?  What do I think of it?
7. What is my occupation?  Do I like it?  What other jobs have I had?  When and why did I choose this one?
8. What are my political attitudes? 
9. Am I religious?
10. Whom would I choose to be if I could be anyone else?
11. Did I have childhood heroes?  What did I like about them?
12. Do I like members of the opposite sex?  What do I like about them?
13. Who were my parents?  What do I like and/or dislike about them?
14. Do I like my family?  What do I like?  What do I dislike?
15. How has my mother influenced me?  How has my father influenced me? 
16. Do I have brothers and sisters?  What do I think about them? 
17. What was my favorite fairy tale?  Why?
18. Who are my friends?  Who are my enemies?  How can I tell if someone is a friend or an enemy?
19. What ideas do I like?  What ideas do I dislike?
20. What hobbies or interests do I have?
21. Do I have children?  Do I like them?  Why?  Do they like me?
22. What advice do I have for my children?  
23. Am I married?  Why did I marry the person I did?
24. What do I think about my spouse?  What do I dislike?
25. How do my physical traits affect each of the social traits?
26. How do the social traits affect the script and my objective?
27. How do the social traits affect my life needs and wants?

Psychological Qualities

1. What choices do I face?
2. What choices do I make?
3. What makes me angry?  What relaxes me?
4. What are my driving ambitions, my goals?
5. Do I have ny instincts?
6. Do I do things impulsively?
7. What do I worry about?
8. What do I want?  What do others think I want?
9. What do I like about myself? Dislike about myself?
10. What do I need?
11. What do I fear?
12. Why can’t I get what I want?
13. Do other people like me?  Why?
14. Are any of my psychological traits manifested physically?
15. Are any of my psychological traits manifested vocally?
   
Moral Qualities

1. Are the choices I will make based upon expediency of some ethical standard?
2. Who do I admire?
3. Will the pursuit of my needs lead to a moral choice?
4. What is my attitude toward the choice I make?
5. How do I express this attitude vocally and physically?

Play Qualities

1. Why am I included in the play?  How do I contribute to the overall idea the playwright wises to express?
2. What similes, metaphors, or personifications are used to describe me?
3. How and why are these figures of speech related to my physical, social, psychological, and moral traits.
4. Why do I make each of my stage entrances?   What do I want each time?  What 
am I thinking about at each stage entrance?
5. Where have I been prior to each of my stage entrances?  How does this affect my actions verbally and physically?  What would I like to see or do when I enter?
6.  How does the locale of the play make me feel?
7. How does the time of the play make me feel?
8. How does the period of the play affect my actions?

Part 2: Rehearsal 
1. Adhere to rehearsal calendar. 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Listen to the director and work well with your team. 

Part 3: Execution
· Performance!     
