
Makeup Morgue 
	  
The	  Scenario:	  As	  a	  professional	  actor	  on	  the	  way	  to	  winning	  your	  first	  Tony	  
Award,	  you	  have	  been	  cast	  in	  a	  role	  where	  you	  have	  to	  make	  yourself	  look	  like	  a	  
wizened	  old	  man/woman.	  What	  should/could	  you	  look	  like	  on	  stage?	  Check	  into	  
the	  morgue,	  your	  own	  makeup	  morgue,	  naturally!	  	  
	  
A	  Makeup	  Morgue	  is	  a	  collection	  of	  pictures	  and	  photographs	  of	  examples	  to	  help	  
you	  do	  your	  makeup	  accurately.	  	  All	  professional	  actors	  have	  one	  and	  makeup	  
designers	  never	  leave	  home	  with	  it.	  As	  aspiring	  designers,	  you	  need	  to	  start	  one!	  
	  

In	  your	  morgue	  you	  must	  include	  images	  of:	  
● 5 glamour women—think Marilyn and fashion models. Look back in time for old photographs and 

looks. Focus on their faces rather than their bodies…	  
● 5 old age examples of women—celebrities who have had tons of botox and peels will defeat your 

purpose as you need to really see those wrinkles. AND YOU WANT WRINKLES…	  
● 5 old age examples of men—wrinkles are mandatory!	  
● 10 stylized/fantasy examples—this is anything that catches your eye—Avatar, Halloween, fairy tales 

and goth. Fake noses, aliens and people transformed into animals will be central. Remember, we want 
faces.	  

● 5 grossies/gories examples—this consists of wounds, scars, black eyes, stitches, etc. 	  
● 1 YouTube video of applying old age makeup; it can’t be one I have shown you.	  
● 3 photos of you featuring shadows, shadows & highlights & your final	  
● 3 photos of your designs featuring shadows, shadows & highlights & your final	  

	  
What	  should	  your	  morgue	  look	  like?	  Head	  out	  the	  great	  world	  of	  google	  and	  start	  your	  searches.	  You	  will	  
mount	  your	  pages	  on	  google	  slides,	  which	  works	  just	  like	  Powerpoint.	  Make	  sure	  every	  slide	  has	  a	  title	  
and	  every	  image	  is	  sourced.	  	  Please	  keep	  each	  group/category	  together	  and	  label	  them;	  you	  may	  put	  your	  
categories	  in	  any	  order.	  Items	  not	  labeled	  and	  sourced	  will	  receive	  only	  less	  points…	  
	  	  
How	  big	  should	  my	  pictures	  be?	  Of	  course,	  anything	  too	  small	  or	  too	  blurry	  will	  not	  help	  you.	  A	  perfect	  
specimen	  is	  as	  large	  as	  your	  own	  hand	  and	  may	  be	  in	  black	  and	  white	  or	  in	  color.	  Absolutely	  no	  cartoons.	  	  
Images	  are	  best	  at	  400X400	  and	  above	  are	  best.	  
	  
Some	  final	  words	  of	  advice	  include	  

q Don’t	  put	  more	  than	  three	  pictures	  on	  each	  slide	  
q Be	  consistent	  with	  font,	  font	  sizes,	  background	  and	  color	  choices	  
q Don't	  make	  audience	  wait	  for	  cutesy	  animations—your	  purpose	  is	  to	  get	  the	  information	  in	  such	  a	  

manner	  that	  you	  could	  find	  it	  easily	  if	  you	  were	  doing	  makeup	  for	  an	  actor	  or	  presenting	  this	  at	  a	  
makeup	  job	  interview	  

q You	  can	  put	  your	  images	  in	  any	  order,	  but	  keep	  all	  old	  age	  women	  together,	  all	  grossies	  or	  gories	  
together,	  etc.	  	  

q Be	  prepared	  to	  present	  your	  favorite	  slide	  to	  the	  class…rubric	  to	  follow	  
	  

	  
This	  is	  due	  ___________________________	  and	  is	  worth	  500	  points.	  
	  
Skip below for the rubric… 
	   	  



	  
 

Makeup Morgue Rubric 
 

	   Karaoke	  Singers	  10	  pts	  each	  box	   Warm	  up	  Singer	  	  15	  pts	  each	  box	   Rock	  Star	  25	  pts	  each	  box	  
5 Glamour women	   I	  have	  	  

q LESS than 5 images OR  
q ALL are too small or pixilated to 

help with design  

I	  have	  	  
q ALL five images OR 
q SOME are too small or 

pixilated to help me design 

I	  have	  	  
q ALL five that are big enough to 

see with plenty of detail AND 
q  ALL images are properly 

sourced 
5	  Old	  Age	  Women	   I	  have	  	  

q LESS than 5 OR 
q ALL are too small or pixilated to 

help with design or they aren’t very 
old 

I	  have	  	  
q ALL five images OR 
q SOME they are too small or 

pixilated to help me design 

I	  have	  	  
q ALL five that are big enough to 

see with plenty of detail  
q AND all images are properly 

sourced 
5	  Old	  Age	  Men	   I	  have	  	  

q LESS than 5 OR 
q ALL are too small or pixilated to 

help with design OR  
q they aren’t very old  

I	  have	  	  
q ALL five old images OR 
q SOME are too small or 

pixilated to help me design 

I	  have	  	  
q ALL five that are big enough to 

see with plenty of detail  
q AND all images are properly 

sourced 
10	  Stylized	  or	  
Fantasy	  

I	  have	  	  
q LESS than 10 OR 
q ALL are too small or pixilated to 

help with design OR 
q they aren’t very stylized  

I	  have	  	  
q ALL ten and they are stylized 

or fantasied OR  
q SOME are too small or 

pixilated to help me design 

I	  have	  	  
q ALL ten that look either stylized 

or fantasied  
q AND are large enough to see 

with plenty of detail 
q AND all images are properly 

sourced 
5	  Grossies	  or	  Gories	   I	  have	  	  

q LESS than 5 OR 
q ALL are too small or pixilated to 

help with design or they aren’t very 
gross 

I	  have	  five	  	  
q ALL 5 are gross OR 
q SOME are too small or 

pixilated to help me design 

I	  have	  	  
q ALL five are gross  
q AND are large enough to see 

with plenty of detail 
q ALL images are properly 

sourced 
1	  YouTube	  How	  to	  
do	  Old	  Age	  Makeup	  

I	  have	  	  
q ONE YouTube video that won’t load 
q OR is one shown in class 

I	  have	  	  
q ONE YouTube video that 

doesn’t show all the steps of 
foundation, shadows, 
highlights, powder 

q Is not one shown in class 

I	  have	  	  
q ONE YouTube video that shows 

all the steps of foundation, 
shadows, highlights, powder and 
may include hygiene, rouge or 
stipple 

q Is not shown in class 
Photos	  of	  You	  [as	  
the	  model]	  

I	  have	  	  
q LESS than three photos of me 
 

	   I	  have	  	  
q ALL three photos of me 

Photos	  of	  Your	  
Partner	  [Designs]	  

I	  have	  	  
q LESS than three photos of my 

partner 
	  

I	  have	  	  
q ALL three photos of my 

partner 
q SOME need more practice 

I	  have	  	  
q ALL three photos of my partner 
q ALL photos look great 

Design/Presentation	   q Some slides are not labeled OR 
q There may be more than 3 spelling 

errors  
q OR there is too much info on a slide 

q ALL slides are labeled  
q There are 1 – 3 spelling 

errors OR 
q More than three images on a 

slide 

q ALL slides are labeled  
q No spelling errors 
q No more than three images on a 

slide 

Theatre Arts Standards: Artistic Perception: 1.1, Creative Expression: 2.1, Aesthetic Valuing: 4.1, Connections, Relationships, App.: 5.1 

	  


